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A Study of the Network Structure of the Learning Society

Junichiro INUTSUKA

Abstract

Innovations of network technology are going along with reorganizations of human relationships, as families, friendship,
communities, companies, towns, nations, and the world. 1t’s not only the matter of communicative or organizational systems but also
the matter of cognition and sympathy of each subject.

The aim of this article is to depict the essentials of the network structure and to construct the basic model of the education/learning
system of network age, which was predicted as the Learning Society by R. M. Hutchins.

Three aspects of the network structure are focused: Autonomy of elements, Arts of coordination, and Synthesis by ideas, which are
common to the structure of Classics as cultural correlations. As based on the study of the Great Books project by Hutchins, the model
is described as a learning environment of A Tale of Genji, as a cultural network of literature, linguistics, sociology, philosophy,
esthetics, statistics, and fine arts, crafts, poems, music, movie, play, animation, and comics. Students would ramble in the network
guided by philosophical and comparative study of the concept and value of the tale. That means the role of a teacher as a mentor
become more important for each student living in the network society.
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